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ABSTRACT 

A course curriculum t#as developed by the faculty of 
Mount St. Joseph College in order to facilit>ite an Interdisciplinary 
approach to education. It evolved from a recognition of the need for 
synthesization of knowledge gained by students from study in many 
areas. The program was undertaken in the fall of 1971 and hae 
developed so that courses, institutes » workshops, and entire major 
programs have been Initiated on an interdisciplinary plan. Results 
have been limited to favorable student/teacher comment. 
(Author/JB) 
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACHKR EDUCATION ENTRY 
COLLCCI^ OF MOUNT ST. JOSBIN 



INTER-nSCIPLINARY APPROACH TO T»ACHER IRKPARATION 

The faculty of Mount St. Jo8«ph r«cognls«d th« n«ad for ollmlnatlng fraginan- 
tatlon o' tho oducatlonal procaaa, Thay bagan aaaklng waya to anablo atud^jatft to 
achlava a aynthaalttlon of their araaa of atudy. 

Tlie graduation raqulraiianta of tha college nore atudlad and revlaed to allov 
mora alactlva aalactlona and to incraaaa couraa tlma allotmanta* Ona primary 
objective of thia action waa to incraaaa the poaaibility of lnter*diaclpLinary 
courtae* 

The education department faculty inivaattr:«ted the implicationa for the r rep- 
aration of teaehera. A need waa expreeeed for future profeeeionala in related 
fielde to become acquainted vlth che rolee of othere and to begin comiminicatlag 
at the undergraduate level. Coneequently » eeminare vara planned in which ft-ture 
nureee^ dietltionep and area epecialiata participated together. 

Another outcome uaa the development of methode coureee taught by teams which 
Include aducetion department faculty aa well aa faculty from other departmont^ • 
An example of thle ie the couree **Diecovery Approach to Science'* in which the biology 
department chairman hringa ecientific expertise and mefld>are of the education 
dopartment contribute in areaa of pedagogy. Theee couraea are opan to education 
majoro in the apacific field being covered. 

linee it io vital that futmre teaehera have a balaoea bet«feaa profeaaional 
and general education coureee » it woe deemed neeooeary for plana to be formulated 
to imereaoo the avoilability of intar^dieeiplinary eomrooo in the liberal arte 
aroag* Comao s memtly, faculty taem* wore f ormed to plan aad implement programo 
uhitb cfMo diocipliMfy liMt. Aa example of thia la tha couraa in ^o-athiea** 
tami^t by facmlty meiAara frem tha aociolagyp thaalogyg ami aeiaoee departmeata. 
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SUK^«UlY (continued) 



rh« concept of Inter-ditclpUnary courtct has tho whol«-he«rt«d iupport of 
•dalnlatraClon, faculty, and atudenta. Tharaforit, mora couraea and prograina of 
Chla natura ara balng davalopad aaeh aooMatac and aore atudanta ar« aaaklng to 
include aoma of theaa enuraaa in thalr total program* • 
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EXCELLENCE IN TEACHER EDUCATION ENTRY 

COLLEGE OP MOUKT ST. JOSEIH 

INTER-DISCIPLINARY APPROACH TO TEACHE*. PREPARATION 

CASE STUDY 

The faculty of th« ColUge of Mt, St* Joseph met frequently over a period 
of two years seeking to construct a valid, liiiaglnatlve , and totally cducfitlonn] 
curriculnr ^ynthe^ls. Attention was directed generally to basic principles of 
education, and precisely to the liberal arts 'bourses. The guiding principles 
underlying proposed change were : 

!• The liberal studies required by this college should not 
be mcrel, of academic disciplines; rather ti;ey should 
concern the functioning components of our society 
as these affect the lives and well oeing of all. Thus 
relevance on various levels became a nw-^Jor criterion 
of course and program construction, 

2. Within this context, the mind and work of the past 
assumes a great importance. The humane scholar haa 
the special obligation and privilese of interpreting 
the past to each new generation of men, 

3. The present by implication la of para.nuaat importance. 
Our curriculum la an Incisive analysis of past and 
prcaant, leading the atudent toward a confident po- 
altlon in the world. 

4. The liberal arta currleulun alao looka to the future, 
bacauaa paat and praaant daclalona determine future 
movMant. Thua the student will hopefully realise 
that her dynasiic effort a can change future society. 



CASE STUDY (continued) 

5. Artificial departmental lira'.ts ought not be maint4iin*td 
when content sug^^ests otherwise, Thereior^j inter- 
depertaental , tearo-taught couraea are propoaed wher* 
ever auch technique aeema helpful, 
Frori thia baaia the course curriculum was adopted aa a vehicle for dove J oping 
inter*dlaclrllnary courses and progr/ima. The courae currlculian is an Academic 
degree program defined by a total oi aucceasfully completed couraea, proportioned 
into liberal education, a wajor or concentration, and electivea. The number of 
couraea per semeater is limited to ^4*5 for credit. 

The rationale of the course system includes the following: 

1. A courae curriculum deepena the atudent*a academic 
experience by allowing her to pursue fewer areas 
in depth rather than acatter her cnergiea over aix 

or aeven subjects and ferl fragmented or disconnected. 

2. Becauae many of the liberal education couraea muat 
rtjly on interdepertaental cooperation (in diviaional 
rather than departMntal offeringa) it leada the atudent 
to ayntheaise her knowledge experience more readfly. 

3. It tenda to eliminate academic sMitter of a leaa relevant 
nature; at the aame time it allows the student more 
time to follow specific interests atiamlated by the 
courae content • 

During the initial planningg courae dealgbg and ImplemanUtlon atagea, the 
faculty deaired a vay to provide each atudent vlth opportunity to attain broad 
Intellectual formation through experience in the different wya of knowing provided 
by the liberal arte, to develop expertlae in a particular area of knowledge, and 
to cooatruct an academic program dealgnad according to Individual needa and Inter- 
eata idiich bullda upon the atudent^a pravioua academic oxporience. 

ERLC 



CASE STUDY (contlaued) 
Accordingly thn f acul :y of the Cr llego has provided that each student ahould 
take approximately one-third of the couraework in the liberal arta liiatri buted 
proportionately among th^ r». four dlvlalona: 

1, Theology^Phlloaophy because they provide Insist 
Into man'ff search for meaning and the reason for his 
existence, 

2, lltimanit Ics bicause they enhance lur understanding 
of human experience and our apprecf itlon of the forms 
of aesthetic expression, 

2, History-Soda) Sciences because thoy provide a 

perspective on the development of the human person, 
society, and culture, 
4. Natural Sciences-Mathematics because their methods 
contribute to our knowledge of the world around us 
and are of great significance in contemporary culture. 
Within this framework, the student and the faculty adviser determine the 
courses which will lay the foundation for a liberal education. The completion 
of this coursework is the beginning or foundation of a liberal education to be 
furtlier developed both within the major field or^ by the thoughtful choice of 
electives. 

As A result of concentrated efforts of all departinanta working together, 
the present college curriculum now contains many courses of an Inter-dlaclpI Itiary 
nature, Th« following course descriptions are selected exaspUa of the Inter- 
disciplinary approach as applied to teacher preparation. 

Course: Techniques of Dlscovsry 

Instructors: Mr. Schut«slu9 — English Departiaant 
Sr. Martha Glockner -- Philosophy 

Courss Description: 

The courss Incliidss the study of fovMl logic, l.g., processes 
O of Inforonce, Inductloci, and falUclos; and the study of dlscovory 



CASE STUDY Course Description (continued) 

techniques useful for subjects and problems ufhlch in- 
volve human agencies and contingencies anJ wtuch aro 
therefore not capable of being completely dealt with by 
the procedures of formcl logic* Such discovery tech- 
niques are known as heuristic models^ I.e., a series 
of qiiesCions or prescribed intellectual procedures 
wliich produce provisional answers or provisional 
lines of development. The effect of a hcurlacic 
is to cause one to focus on a subject or problem 
mul ti-dimensionally. This increases ones understanding 
both of Che subject or problem at hrnd and of the way 
others might see the same subject problem. Hence » 
heuristic procedures are useful both for generating 
information and provisional approaches and for analy- 
zing a potential audiences po«vition of a given issue. 
Course: Change throug}i Visual Media 
Instructors; Mr. Gutting Theater Department 

Mr. Schutzlus -- English Department 
Course Description: 

A practical workshop In the production and use of 16 am 
film and vldao-tapa. Utilising camaraa^ vldao-tapa 
recorders » mlcrophonaa^ and monitors; participants 
have the opportunity to laarn skills needed to produce 
a one-half Inch video tape or alxtien mm. film from 
original conception to presentation^ including research » 
shooting » editings playback » and feedback. Lectures 
and desKMstratlons will preceed organisation Into 
production groups. Guest experts In selected production 
areas are Invited for cleasroom dlacusaloa of the actual 
ERJC production problems of students. 



CASE STUDY COURSES: (continued) 

Ccurs« : The Dlicovery Approach iii icicuce 
Instructors: Sr* l«iux^ i^iology jepar woieiit 

Mrs. Lane Education Department 
Miss Waggoner Education Deparciaent 
Course Description; 

Ir answer to the request of several Junior elementary 
education majors a new half-course sheered to assisting 
elementary education and secondary science majors in 
learning how to present science effoctlvaly. It con<> 
sists of selected science topics presented using a 
process approach • 

Course: Student Teaching Seminar 

InaCructorS: Education Department Nembora 
Guest Lecturers 

Course Description: 

This course la aalnly topics related to nursing 

and teaching. The studenCs are majors of professional 

flalds. The subject titles and lecturers are listed 

below: 

Title: Non^graded and Open School 
Gueat Lecturer: Sk:. Harliyn Joseph and Sr. Cecilia 
Title: Evaluation aa a part of the Teacblng-Learlng Procesa 
Gueat Lecturer: Fart I Sr. Barbara Geoghegan 
Title: Evaluation Part II Sr. Barbara Geoghegan 
Title: The Adsilnlatrator and the Beginning Teacher 
Goeac Lecturer: Hr. Wllllasi Lou^ery 
Title: Hamilton County Olagnoetlc Staff Part I 
Title: BaBllton County Dlagnoetlc Staff — Part II 
O Title: PlacMaat Senrleea 
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«™" Oueat Leeturer: 9r. Mgila Mmry Director of PlaceMiit Oftflee, 



CASE STUDY Subject Titles, Lecturers (continued) 

Title: The Teacher and Multi-Medlfl 

Gucit Lecturer: Mr. Roger Franaecky Director of the Hulti-Medla Center, U.of 
Title: Pupil Personnel Services 

Guest ^^cturer: Mr. Donald T. Hester — Director P-P Services 

Northwest School District 

Title: Job Interview 

Guest Lecturer: Mr. Forest Orobaugh Personnel Director, 

Cincinnati Public Schools 



Enclosed with this report are brochures of two Inctltutes which have an 
Inter-dlsclpllnary format using guest lecturers. They ^re the licui.ienlcai Institute 
on Religious Education and Futurology Inarituta. 

The Education department expects that our student-teachera will realise 
these objectives. 

1. To prepare a baalcally weli -educated individual who 
Is able to ayncheslze all components of her liberal 
arts education with her professional preparation. 

2. To help to develop prospective teachera who have the 
conceptual background to call upon when solving prob- 
Ima relating to their role as profeaalonal educators 
vlth othar profesaionals in soclaty, 

3. To pr.par. the professionally conpeteciC Individual 
who Is aware of her role as a teacher and also aware 
of the InterTelaClonshlp of her roie to other pro* 
fesslonals 

4. To prepare a professionally coape^int prospective teacher 
•ho has d«v«lopMl th« coiipetenee neeeaaary for working 
i»lth and relating to dlfferantlated peraonnel in the 
aeheel ayste«. 



>• To AMlat prMp«cciv« t«Mh !rs Ir. :x|,«rl«nctii< at ihm 
cQilmgiB l«v«i t«t ^- leAChln^ At «>ae wl.*i.:t«4 for r^il^s* 
f li tag thmlt taachlDg rol« In thm •chool t/stM* 
Tba ^rsofjMl Involved in this progrM lttclii4«d faculty irwm mil dtvUtooa 
•f ih« rolUf* rrogTM. In i»4dltton to thlt itl.ctcd %mBt Ucinrara v#r« uclits«d« 
t^aelflt MaiirlM of thoao poroonool oro fouiW In tho progrM doocrtfCloo* 

teo of tho odvontogto of thta progros w^a that tho tntor*dtoclpllnar> coitrMO 
MOO dovola^ by tho cooporotlug doportMnta and^ c^oroforot did oot rofutro 
odtfltlMal mmmf. •LMeh io|.ort«oot ohorod the flnooctal b^don of 4ovol#fWoC ottd 

Iflploaoiitottoii of tho intor-dloctpltnary apf^roach to toocKor odocottM* 

« 

l^aiiMCtoii mni fM««i>)>«ck to d«c«« hM bwc. t li»tc«4 Co ■catoMACa fron Co<^i>«r> 
aklM School porsoiiiMl oimI ■CudonC Kooehors. Tli4 CoeroroKlnt Toochar'a ovaluoklM 
•f Mm stiidoAC Coockor hoa frc^uanCly Inclui-: sCaCorwnta aCCoaclog to tl»o fo41- 
vi4«0la csMMd of h«r own aubjocc •mtf nJ«racan4tiig of fUl^a olWr tkmm 

Mr Mn. Our aocondar/ caackora ara fr-^iA.. . lofa4 ky aaka«>U kaaaaaa ttoy 
htm cm* l«tar-41actpltMary backtraMii^. lhasa achaela timi thU kaakcra«Mi4 vavy 
m^tiA Im 4«valatlM iMaaaUtla a«rrla«l«M. It la tlia lalantlaa af rtM MMaCiaa 
tapartaaat ia n aiiafc, tkia pracraa farthar by tlia aaa af aa a<afta< All^t* 
fOTMa-Uniaajr SaaU af Valaaa a«i Um fmHm ttM<aa>«Taaalwr OrlatMalva. la 
atfiitftMi flam ara baia#M4o «Htk tka raraoMial Diroctav af aaa aclMal ayataa ta 
If l — ■! fartlMr avalaatlaa af a«r ipaiwataa ii^lf li by ikat ^iatrUC. 

YIm iaca«-4iaalrllaa«y ■ un aii ta a4«aaCiaa ■aatrtttaa ta Ika laptaaiBut 
af t u ifca r aia a attaa kaaama it pravMaa a ff^fm Ifeat «»111 4ifMt tlM ptmp—Um 
< Mrt i w Ut« a aaavaa af p r apa r attaa that aaaklaa kar to 4a«alap carta ta caapo^Ji- 
aiaa« Ikaaa imlmU tka awt r iatai af Mm rarlaaa ralaa alM aaat §■■— ■ la a yracaat 
aai fatava •r i aattf adiMl ryttfla. tiia aktllty tatwar t affaatlvalf vltli a wUa rai^ 
af iMMa lailvUMla, aatf Mm t mi g r iMi ta apa r ata aa a aiaiiriw raiiHa pmw. 
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